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887 April 13, 1900 

effects of 5 Sicilian sailors who formed part of the crew were disin- 
fected by immersion in a solution of corrosive sublimate. 

March 27, the steamship Trojan Prince, of the Prince Line, bound 
with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and 
passed 2 cabin and 926 steerage passengers and 63 pieces of large and 
780 pieces of small baggage. Three hundred and fifty-five pieces of 
baggage were disinfected by steam. 

Smallpox. 

"When the steamship New England, which hason board a party of Amer- 
ican excursionists, who have been making an oriental cruise, arrived 
here last week, it was found that there were some cases of smallpox 
on board, but the fact was not discovered by the local quarantine 
authorities. Since then several cases of smallpox have appeared among 
the excursionists who are at Eome. The consul-general telegraphs 
from Eome that one of the cases is dying. 

The vessel was bound from here for Liverpool via Villefranche, 
Accordingly, Assistant Surgeon Mathewson, who is stationed at Liver- 
pool, was notified, so that he could take the proper steps before the 
vessel sails for America. No United States bill of health was taken 
here. 

Eespectfnlly, Victor G. Heisee, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 

Smallpox on the steamship China at Yokohama. 

Yokohama, Japan, March 15, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, on making the regular inspec- 
tion of steamship China, for San Francisco, via Honolulu, yesterday 
morniDg I detected 2 cases of mild, discrete variola, in beginning 
of pustulation, among her Chinese steerage passengers. 

I immediately placed the ship in the hands of the Japanese quaran- 
tine officers for necessary disinfection and she has this evening returned 
from the quarantine station having, as I satisfied myself by visiting the 
vessel during her stay there, received a fairly thorough treatment. 
Respectfully, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. M. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 



No plague at Cozumel. 

Washington, D. C., March 31, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the information of the 
Surgeon-General of the Marine- Hospital Service, the translation of a 
note from the Mexican ambassador, denying the rumor that the bubonic 
plague exists at the port of Cozumel, Yucatan, or at any other place in 
Mexico, stating that, with a view to prevent the introduction of the 
disease, the port of Cozumel has been closed to vessels from South 
American ports. 

Respectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Inelosure.] 

Washington, D. C, March 27, 1900. 

Most Excellent Sib : Certain rumors having come to the notice of my Government 
which have been current in this country with regard to the existence of the bubonic 
plague on the island of Cozumel, belonging to the State of Yucatan. It has made suit- 
able inquiry with a view of ascertaining whether those rumors have any foundation, and 
has learned positively that there has not been a single case of bubonic plague 
either at Cozumel or at any other place in the Republic. The president of the superior 
board of health of Mexico has communicated this information to Dr. Walter Wyman, 
Surgeon-General of the United States of America, and has added that, notwith- 
standing the above-mentioned fact, an order has been issued, in view of the advices 
received to the effect that cases of that plague have occurred in the Argentine Republic, 
to close the port of Cozumel to vessels from South American ports. 

I have the honor, in pursuance of special instructions received from my Government, 
to confiim the aforesaid information to your excellency, to the end that you may be 
pleased, if you think proper, to give it such publicity as may seem to you to be »best 
calculated to put a stop to those false alarms. 

I take pleasure in reiterating to your excellency the assurances of my highest consid- 
eration. 

M. de Azpieoz. 

Hon. Secretary of Stat.e. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Buenos Ayres declared infected. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, April 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inform you that the consul at Amsterdam reports in his dispatch of the 
16th ultimo that the Dutch Government has declared Buenos Ayres an 
infected port. 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Report from Rotterdam. 

Eotterdam, Netherlands, March 26, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended March 24, 
1900, 6 vessels were inspected and received bills of health at this port. 
The steamship Rotterdam, of the Holland- Amerika Line, sailed the 22d 
instant, carrying passengers and freight. She had 88 cabin and 640 
steerage passengers and 300 pieces of baggage were inspected and 
labeled and 70 pieces were disinfected and labeled. The cargo con- 
tained 102 bales of disinfected rags. 
The health of the port remains good. 

Eespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

NORWAY. 

The fight against tuberculosis in Norway. 

[Report submitted by Victor E. Nelson, United States consul, at Bergen, February 6, 

1900.] 

Bergen, February 6, 1900. 
November last year Dr. Claus Hansen, of Bergen, delivered a lecture 
before the Storthing (Congress) at Christiania on the causes of tuber- 



